A Glorious Hope
Narrator 1   Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that, He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;  

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 

Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Narrator 2   When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples,  saying to them, "Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me.  "If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord has need of them,' and immediately he will send them." This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: )SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, 'BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN.'" The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them, and brought the donkey and the colt, and laid their coats on them; and He sat on the coats. Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the road. The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!" When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, "Who is this?" And the crowds were saying, "This… is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee." 

Narrator 3  Jesus Christ, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Narrator 4  Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said, "Crucify Him!" And he said, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they kept shouting all the more, saying, "Crucify Him!" When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this Man's blood; see to that yourselves."  And all the people said, "His blood shall be on us and on our children!"After having Jesus scourged, Pilate handed Jesus Christ over to be crucified. 

Narrator 5
O teach me what it meaneth, the cross… uplifted high

With one… the man of sorrows condemned to bleed and die


O teach me what it cost thee to make a sinner whole


And Savior teach me, the value of a soul

O teach me what it meaneth, that sacred crimson tide

The blood and water flowing.. from Thine own wounded side


Teach me… that if none other had sinned but I alone,

Yet still Thy blood, Lord Jesus, Thine only must atone

Narrator 6   For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever -believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation “or appeasement” for our sins. 
Narrator 7  But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly stood near them in dazzling clothing; and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, "Why do you seek the living One among the dead?  "He is not here, but He has risen Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again." And they remembered His words, and returned from the tomb and reported all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles. But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what had happened.
Narrator 8    Jesus Christ, the author and perfecter of  faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.", "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."

Narrator 9  The resurrection of Christ is the greatest event in history.  It is the main event in God’s redemptive plan.  It is the Cornerstone and foundation of the gospel.  According to Romans 10:9, you must believe in the resurrection of Christ.  If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; (Pause) Death does not end our existence, it is the doorway to eternity, everyone goes through the door, and everyone will live forever.  Some to the resurrection of life, a glorious hope, and some to the resurrection of damnation.  Some to everlasting joy or some to everlasting suffering.
Narrator 10 Believers throughout history have had the hope of resurrected life.  Here is the hope of Job.  “As for me, I shall behold Your face in righteousness; I will be satisfied with Your likeness when I awake.”  “As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at the last He will take His stand on the earth. "Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh… I shall see God; Whom I myself shall behold.”
Narrator 11   Jesus promised, “ because I live, you will live also.  I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live, even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.  How can Jesus Christ make such a promise?  Consider the words of I Corinthians 15,   Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

